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1. One problem that documentary makers face is that while film/video is very good 
at capturing events that can be recorded, it is not “naturally” suited to presenting 
things that cannot be seen or heard. Develop this idea in relation to two films 
screened for the class, and two more of your choice (check with Chuck and 
Shannon first). 

2. Develop the issue in question 1 with attention to history. How can a docuemtnary 
maker deal with something that takes place over a long span of time, as opposed 
to a fixed event or framework? You could consider several films that deal with 
the problem in different ways, such as the 7 series, or films about past historical 
events (such as Ken Burns series on the Civil War, or Lewis and Clark, or jazz). 
Or you could use a shorter span, of several years such as Hoop Dreams (about 
high school basketball players who hope to make it to the NBA) and “long form” 
PBS documentaries such as a farm family, or the American Love Story. 

3. The tradition of American journalism is to present most controversial issues in 
terms of “two sides”: the employer and the workers, the Republicans and the 
Democrats, the urban and the rural, etc. Develop a critique of this concept of 
“balance” by discussing several documentaries from class and of your own choice 
(again, check with the instructors) which deliberately do not attempt to be fair and 
which are explicitly partisan. What is gained or lost in using this approach. What 
justifications can be put forward for doing it? How does it shape the creative 
decisions by the filmmakers? 



